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To : Phil Flanagan MLA
      Martin McGuinness MLA Deputy First Minister
     Gerry Adams TD
     Martina Anderson MEP
     Caral Ni Chuilin  MLA Minister DCAL

Dear Phil,

I'm writing to you as local MLA and as someone with presence on the ETI committee in
particular with regards to the proposed Infrastrata development and DETI's decision to
remove work programme obligations to allow the granting of a new licence term.

My understanding is that Sinn Fein are not going to support a petition of referral of the
Minister's decision.  I find this strange.

I was there at the Sinn Fein organised conference in the Erne hotel in Enniskillen, where
Gerry Adams and Martina Anderson both spoke, and where Dr Ingraffea couldn't believe that
a drill was going to take place 450M from a reservoir that served a major city.  Whilst
the Public Health aspects of this decision can not be directly challenged through the DETI
Minister's decision, it is clear that those Public Health considerations have not been
sufficiently investigated in both the decision to grant consent to drill, the decision to
award a new licensing term to Infrastrata, and the whole process around how those
decisions are taken.  There is no overall holistic approach to decision-making around oil
and gas exploration and that lack of an overriding arbiter has resulted in piecemeal
decision-making, which now results in the granting of new licence term under which  a
directed drill (this is horizontal / directional drill hole) can take place using
permitted development, right next to a reservoir that supplies upwards of 150K people.

Pending DETI furnishing me with information to the contrary this will be the first
directed (horizontal) drilling done under a petroleum licence in Northern Ireland/Republic
of Ireland.  The decision to allow this as permitted development through default is wholly
inadequate,  and more so when one considers the location, the type of drilling to be used,
and the fact that the information via seismic had to be obtained through a basalt layer
with recent development of technology to do this.  Dr Ingraffea can confirm that
exploration wells have a higher failure rate, whilst there are many papers documenting
that directed drilled wells also have more integrity issues.

The DETI decision to remove obligations from the work programme, and then state that
Infrastrata have fulfilled their work programme is perverse.  It makes a mockery of any
sense of regulation. That in itself should be challenged by Sinn Fein because it has
implications for the Tamboran case, where a similar case was made to remove obligations
and/or extend timescales.

The news that Sinn Fein will stand idly by and not challenge the DETI minister will not
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sit easily with those who can see the significance of this in relation to the manner in
which Petroleum licences were granted without proper public consultation, and how new
terms are granted with no consultation and in this case one could argue no merit.

I urge Sinn Fein to rethink their position on this.  There is a public safety case.  DETI
have shown they are inclined to act in deference to Public Safety and implement light
touch regulation, not for the benefit of the people but for the benefit of a private
company bottom line.  Their letter to the ETI committee makes statements that are not
accurate, and which require the Minister and his Department to be held to account.  (I
believe a briefing document was prepared) Failing to at least force the Minister to
account totally and truthfully for this decision will be seen as being supportive of this
manner of making decisions.  Part of democracy is to hold people to account for their
decisions. It is my opinion that failure of Sinn Fein to do so with the DETI minister, and
to use mechanisms to enable this to happen, will reflect badly in the current and
forthcoming elections on the island.

Is mise le meas,

Tom White
I speak only for myself.

* my understanding from the briefing document is there are concerns
1. Gives Tamboran a case against DETI
2. The document seems to blame other Departments (DARD/DRD) where as its clear that
Infrastrata never had funding in place for the well when they committed to it.
3. There are meaningless references to timebound when the work programme was timebound
itself.
4. There's a reference that funding shortfalls are due to low oil price, however that is
the very reason for putting the risk on private companies and granting them rights to
Petroleum.  The companies would not be in any hurry to recompense the Government if oil
prices had continued to rise.
5. The companies who now form the consortium have no financial records or certainly not
two years worth. (Some were only formed in January 2016). They have yet to be analysed and
approved by DETI yet Infrastrata are moving onsite next week.
6. The idea that INF should be awarded an extension because the performed some but not all
of their original work programme rewards failure.
7. The notion that they have invested in the seismic, is undermined by their data sharing
agreements with the islandmagee project (which is Government and EU funded).  Ie they have
monetised their work programme to date (most likely with taxpayer funds)
8. This company has failed to meet its original work programme targets (phase 1) and were
granted an extension already. They then failed to meet phase2.  Their Website also
confirms they have failed to meet targets on other exploration projects.  Are these the
sort of people we want drilling a hole upstream from a reservoir, using a novel (for this
island) practice, and based on geological information using a recently novel imaging
method.
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